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SUBJECT: RADIO LIBERTY 

REF: STATE 165584 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD JULY 1, CONTAINS FOLLOWING 
ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS REGARDING U.S. RADIO FACILITIES 
IN SPAIN: 

SEN. PASTORE: '...IN CONNECTION WITH THE APPROPRIATION 
FOR THE BOARD FOR INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING, I WOULD 
LIKE TO POINT OUT THE VITAL IMPORTANCE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS 
WHICH WILL RECONVENE VERY SOON IN MADRID FOR A RENEWAL OF 
THE RADIO LIBERTY LEASE ON TRANSMITTER FACILITIES IN 
SPAIN. THESE TRANSMITTERS FURNISH FOUR-FIFTHS OF THE 
POWER FOR THESE SIGNIFICANT BROADCASTS TO THE SOVIET UNION. 

"ALTHOUGH THE FACILITIES ARE NOW THE PROPERTY OF THE 
SPANISH GOVERNMENT, IT IS WORTH RECALLING THAT THEY WERE 
ORIGINALLY BUILT, BETWEEN 1957 AND 1959, WITH U.S. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDS. IN FISCAL YEAR 1976, THE BOARD HAS 
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EXPENDED MORE THAN $3,000,000 IN PERSONNEL AND POWER 
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COSTS, AS WELL AS VARIOUS FEES, TO MAINTAIN AND OPERATE 
THE SIX HIGH-POWER TRANSMITTERS IN SPAIN WHICH HAVE A 
COMBINE RATING OF 1,350,000 WATTS. I MENTION THESE 
FACTS TO INDICATE THAT THE ARRANGEMENT HAS BEEN BENEFICIAL 
TO SPAIN AS WELL AS TO US. 

THE BOARD FOR INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING IS ATTEMPTING 
TO OBTAIN A LONG-TERM RENEWAL OF THIS LEASE. THE BOARD HAS 
ESTIMATED THAT. IF IT WERE FORCED TO SET UP A NEW TRANS- 
MITTER BASE IN ANOTHER COUNTRY AND INSTALL NEW TRANSMITTERS 
OF EQUIVALENT POWER, THE COSTS-AT PRESENT PRICE LEVELS- 
WOULD EXCEED $20,000,000. MOREOVER, THE QUALITY OF THE 
BROADCAST SIGNAL MIGHT NOT BE AS GOOD AS FROM THE TRANS- 
MITTERS IN SPAIN, WHICH IS IDEAL FOR SHORTWAVE RADIO PROPA- 
GATION TO EUROPEAN RUSSIA AND THE BALTIC STATES, AREAS 
INHABITED BY MORE THAN 150 MILLION SOVIET CITIZENS. 

"IN VIEW OF THE VARIOUS OTHER FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS 
WHICH OUR GOVERNMENT HAS MADE TO SPAIN, I SINCERELY HOPE 
THAT THE SPANISH AUTHORITIES WILL SHOW A PROPER UNDERSTAND- 
ING OF OUR STRONG INTEREST IN RENEWING THIS LEASE." 

JULY 1 : SEN.HRUSKA: "...FINALLY MR. PRESIDENT, I WOULD 
LIKE TO COMMENT ON THE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE BOARD FOR 
INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING AND POINT OUT THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE NEGOTIATIONS ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE IN MADRID FOR A 
RENEWAL OF RADIO LIBERTY LEASE OF TRANSMITTER FACILITIES IN 
SPAIN. THIS TRANSMITTER COMPLEX FURNISHES OVER 80 PERCENT 
OF THE POWER FOR THESE IMPORTANT BROADCASTS TO THE SOVIET 
UNION. 

"THE FACILITIES ARE THE PROPERTY OF THE SPANISH 

GOVERNMENT, BUT WE MUST REMEMBER THAT THEY WERE ORIGINALLY 

BUILT, BETWEEN 1957 AND 1959, WITH U.S. GOVERNMENT FUNDS. 

DURING FISCAL YEAR 1976, MORE THAN $3 MILLION WAS SPENT FOR 
PERSONNEL, POWER, AND MISCELLANEOUS COSTS TO MAINTAIN AND 
OPERATE THE SIX HIGH-POWER TRANSMITTERS IN SPAIN. THESE 
FACTS ARE IMPORTANT AS THEY INDICATE THAT THIS ARRANGEMENT 
IS NOT ONE-SIDED BUT HAS BEEN BENEFICIAL TO SPAIN AS WELL. 
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"THE BOARD FOR INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING IS ATTEMPTING 
NOW TO OBTAIN A LONG-TERM RENEWAL OF THIS LEASE. THE BOARD 
HAS ESTIMATED THAT, IF IT HAD TO REPLACE THIS INSTALLATION 
WITH A NEW TRANSMITTER BASE IN ANOTHER COUNTRY AND INSTALL 
NEW TRANSMITTERS OF EQUIVALENT POWER, THE COSTS-AT CURRENT 
PRICE LEVELS-WOULD EXCEED $20 MILLION. EQUALLY AS IMPOR- 
TANT IS THE FACT THAT THE QUALITY OF THE BROADCAST SIGNAL 
MIGHT NOT BE AS GOOD AS FROM THE TRANSMITTERS IN SPAIN, 
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WHICH IS IDEAL FOR SHORTWAVE RADIO BROADCASTING TO AREAS IN- 
HABITED BY MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS OF ALL THE SOVIET CITIZENS. 

"IN VIEW OF THE VARIOUS OTHER FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS 
WHICH WE HAVE MADE JUST LAST WEEK TO SPAIN, I SINCERELY 
HOPE THAT THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT WILL UNDERSTAND OUR STRONG 
INTEREST IN RENEWING THIS LEASE." KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXT, US CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENTS, RADIO BROADCASTING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE170315 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: WRROBERTS:LSS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760265-0668 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760773/aaaacltr.tel 

Line Count: 122 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STATE 165584 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: schwenja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 FEB 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <25 FEB 2004 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <1 1 AUG 2004 by schwenja> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: RADIO LIBERTY 
TAGS: PFOR, US, SP, RFE 
To: MADRID 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



